CHAPTER IV

Disease and the Law

IT MAY seem far-fetched to look for relationships be-
tween disease and the law, and yet there can be no doubt that they
exist and that they have manifested themselves in various ways
in the course of history. I know little about jurisprudence and this
chapter will appear very amateurish. However, I should like to
sketch a few lines of development if for no other reason than to
stimulate research in an interesting field that has been very much
neglected in the past.

There never has been any form of social life without some form
of social control. Individuals living together, be it as a family, clan,
tribe or nation, had to observe certain rules of conduct. There is
social life among animals also, and it also follows definite rules
which, however, are merely instinctive patterns. As long as man
lived like an animal in the forest, his rules of conduct were of the
same kind as those of other higher animals. With developing civ-
ilization, however, the relationships between man and man, and
between man and the objects of his environment became increas-
ingly complicated and called for laws to prevent and solve social
conflicts. Prohibitions and commandments regulated man's life.
Laws were enforced and transgressions punished by whoever had
authority over the group; the mother, the father, the shaman or
the chief. It was a long way from the religious taboos of primitive
people to the Corpus luris Civilis of Justinian, the way from a
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